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In the last decade, atheism has leapt from 
obscurity to the front pages: producing best-
selling books, making movies, and plastering 
adverts on the side of buses. There’s an energy 
and a confidence to contemporary atheism: 
many people now assume that a godless 
scepticism is the default position, indeed 
the only position for anybody wishing to 
appear educated, contemporary, and urbane. 
Atheism is hip, religion is boring. 

Yet when one pokes at popular atheism, many 
of the arguments used to prop it up quickly 
unravel. The Atheist Who Didn’t Exist is 
designed to expose some of the loose threads 
on the cardigan of atheism, tug a little, and 
see what happens. Blending humour with 
serious thought, Andy Bannister helps the 
reader question everything, assume nothing 
and, above all, recognise lazy scepticism and 
bad arguments. Be an atheist by all means: 
but do be a thought-through one.

“The most enjoyable critique of popular atheism I have read … offers 
deeply thoughtful responses to modern scepticism. I could—and will—

give this book to my sceptical friends.”
Dr John Dickson, Founding Director of the Centre for Public Christianity, and Honorary Fellow of the Department of 

Ancient History, Macquarie University

“A breath, a gust, a positive 
whoosh of fresh air. Made 
me laugh, made me think, 

made me cry.”
Adrian Plass
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