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1. What Do We Mean By The Word ‘Freedom’? 

• Two types of freedom … 

o The “liberty of spontaneity” (nobody forces me to do something) 

o The “liberty of indifference” (I could have chosen otherwise)  

• Two directions to freedom … 

o Freedom from (otherwise known as “negative liberty”) 

o Freedom to (otherwise known as “positive liberty”) 

 

2. Why Does Freedom Matter So Much? 

• Freedom is required for morality and justice 

• Freedom is required for thinking and reason 

• Freedom is required for true faith 

• Freedom is required for love 

 

3. Where Does Freedom Best Fit? 

• The importance of worldview 

• Two types of determinism 

o Naturalistic determinism (held by many atheists) 

o Theological determinism  

§ Balancing God’s sovereignty and human freedom, vs. subsuming human freedom 
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4. Islam And The Emphasis On Allah’s Will (inshallah) 

• The importance of worldview 

• What you believe about God effects what you think about humanity (theology informs 

anthropology) 

 

5. Islam and Human Freedom 

• The Qur’anic view 

• The Hadith  

• Early theological developments and the Muʿtazilite controversy 

• The ‘closing of the Muslim mind’ 

 

6. Why the Trinity Matters 

• Trinity vs. Tawhid and its impact on the question of human freedom 
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